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My first real sense of a vocation to the priesthood came when I was about 12 years old. This 
sense was not a particular moment but a gradual development through which God continually 
drew me closer to himself. As a young boy growing up, our family was immersed in Church life. 
My parents have cultivated within my brother and myself a love for Jesus by encouraging us to 
say the rosary every night and by taking us to Mass on Sunday. 

Before I entered the seminary, I was studying Chemical Engineering and Biotechnology at the 
University of Adelaide. I was passionate about my studies and loved it. In my second year 
I went to Rome for the canonization of John Paul II and John XXIII. This had a profound impact upon me. 
I had a deep conviction within me that Jesus was saying to me, what he has said to many before me, to 
“Come, follow me!” There was a deep sense that it wasn’t any human voice or idea of my own, but Christ’s 
own voice. Jesus wanted me to become a priest. When I returned to university, the study became less 
appealing. I wasn’t motivated while at the same time my desire for the priesthood was burning inside. 
I deferred my engineering degree at the end of first semester. Through prayer, adoration and discernment, 
I began the application process for the seminary.  

My discernment to the priesthood has been a response to the calling of Christ to come follow him. A calling 
which each priest throughout the centuries has responded to. I hope that one day I will also hear the words 
“Well done good and faithful servant, enter your eternal reward.”  

It would be wonderful to share our own stories with Olek; in particular those grace-filled 

moments that have drawn us closer to God. We wish you well Olek.  

Mount Barker/Strathalbyn Catholic Parish welcomes seminarian Olek Stirrat, 
who is on a Parish Placement until December. We are delighted to have Olek join us and 
wish him well. Olek has graciously accepted an invitation to share his ‘faith journey’ with us in this 
edition. We thank Olek for the opportunity to be a part of his journey. 

Fr Ian Wilson our Assistant Priest has kindly shared some information about his family, his role in 
our community and his primary role as the first Parish Priest for the Personal Ordinariate in South 
Australia.  
 

Fr Ian Wilson is married to Nan and they have three daughters and three grandsons who live 
in both NSW and SA. There are some married Catholic priests who have come from 
ministering another Church, or are members of particular Churches and have been allowed 
to be ordained, although already married. Fr Ian was born in Sydney and Nan in Adelaide. 

Nan is a Maternal and Child Nurse (CaFHS) and works part-time in Western Victoria. 
Fr Ian’s career before becoming clergy was as a Senior Engineering Geologist and lived ten 
years in Broken Hill and six in Parkes NSW before coming to Victoria to become an Anglican 
deacon and then priest. He was ordained into the Anglican Church in 1997. His theological 
qualifications are an MA in Theology from the Victorian Australian Catholic University.  

They both joined the Catholic Church as part of the Personal Ordinariate, being confirmed as Catholics at Easter 
2013. Fr Ian was then ordained Catholic Deacon and Catholic Priest by Bishop Greg O’Kelly. The Ordinariate is 
an ecumenical development allowing Anglicans and others to become full members of the Catholic Church while 
keeping some of their traditions and church culture in a fully Catholic context. It was formed by a Papal Bull of 
Pope Benedict in 2012. You can read about us on http://www.ordinariate.org.au/. 

Nan and Fr Ian continue to have many Anglican friends. Fr Ian has two roles in the Catholic Church. Fr Ian was 
made Assistant Priest at Mt Barker Catholic Parish as well as continuing to act in his primary role as the first 
Parish Priest for the Personal Ordinariate in South Australia, based in Adelaide.  

Thank you Fr Ian for sharing your story and we wish you well in both roles. We appreciate the support you offer our 
Parish and the work you do in helping others come to know Jesus. 



On Friday 15th June, Fr. Philip Marshall, Administrator Delegate, 
celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation with 26 young people 
and one adult at Our Lady of Mercy Church.  First Holy Communion 
was celebrated at one of the Parish Masses on the 16th and 17th 
June with Fr Richard Morris. These young people had come to the end 
of their initiation process after working together from last August to June this 
year and were able to share this special occasion with the Parish 
Community and many family and friends. 

Families used a wonderful resource to help prepare these young people, written by Mrs Kathy Horan. It is a 
resource that invites families to read, to reflect, to work and to pray together. During this time families met in the 
parish foyer for four Family Sessions, using this time to look closer at a specific chapter in each of the three books 
that were used. It was an opportunity to get to know each other and to ask questions that may have arisen during 
the family time at home. Throughout the preparation time together, during Sunday Mass the young people 
participated in three Rituals celebrating their Baptism, Belonging and Commitment to their preparation and the 
faith journey they continued to travel towards completing their Sacraments. These milestones in their continuing 
faith journey helped the young people to understand what they were learning and hopefully it gave them a fuller 
sense of how they belong to the Church community to which they had been initiated by their Baptism. Once they 
completed the Sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Communion they were then full members of this community 
of faith.  

At the heart of this process was the commitment parents made to allow their children to learn what it means to be 
part of the worshiping community that gathers each week to celebrate the Eucharist by attending Mass. 
The young people were given the opportunity during the school terms to attend the Liturgy of the Word for 
Children during the Sunday Mass. Families used this time to come together in faith to worship, reflect and share 
together. Here are some of the comments by the young people and their families of their experience and favourite 
moments; 

‘As a family celebrating the Sacraments it made us feel holy and for the build up to our children receiving the body 
of Christ and welcoming them to the Catholic community. We thank Father Richard, Sandra and Oreste for the 
efforts with the family sessions, Mass and Sacrament booklets. Favourite moments for Daniel and Valentina was 
their new experience having their Reconciliation, Mass with Father Philip, for the Sacraments and their sponsors 
being there for them on this special occasion.’ Tony & Maria Fimmano & family.  

‘Undertaking my Sacraments came at an important time in my life. Working with Father Richard, Sandra Lloyd and 
the other families in the group made the journey a special one. I learnt a lot doing the Sacraments with my two 
boys and feel that I’ve taken on information that will help me take on God's plan. I look forward to the journey he 
has planned for me’. Rachael Brazzalotto  

We are very thankful to be part of this Church community. Our daughter Julienne's journey in the Sacraments of 
Confirmation and First Holy Communion has made her appreciate the knowledge that she is able to know Jesus 
as part of her life. It also gave us the opportunity to discuss and share with each other the things we know about 
Christ. She feels blessed to be able to experience this. As parents, we are very proud of her and we are very 
happy to share our beliefs with her’. Ria and Jeffery Cruz 

The journey our family went through to prepare Mya for Reconciliation, Confirmation and her first Holy 
Communion was a beautiful experience. The parish community made us feel welcome and at ease. We have 
enjoyed learning and growing as a family and feel blessed to have gone through this together.  Both Father 
Richard and Sandra were amazing in how everything was prepared, planned and delivered. We feel proud to be 
part of a great community. Susana and Bruno Ferreira. 

 

The Sacrament team has begun preparations for 
the next group to begin with an Information 
Evening on August 16th at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church beginning at 6.30pm.  

A letter with detailed information will be available 
shortly. If you would like more information, please 
contact the Parish Office. 



Our recent Knights lunch held at the Strathalbyn 

hall wrapped up a great year for our Branch. 

We have provided many BBQs over the last 12 months 

including one at the Strathalbyn Parish after Mass, one at 

the St. Francis de Sales College for the ‘Colour Fun Day’, 

one for the East Timorese community at Mt Barker after 

Mass and two with our Sacramental group.  

This year we have enjoyed our monthly lunch BBQ treat at the Southern Cross Oakfield Lodge Residential 

Care facility Mt Barker, where we share many terrific yarns with residents. To raise funds, we held our 

Annual Car Boot Sale and had BBQs at Bunnings, Woolworths and other locations.  

We have continued to provide $600 per year to sponsor a young girl’s education at an orphanage in Kenya; 

her name is Cecilia and she is 14 years old. We gave a substantial donation to the Hutt Street Centre for 

the homeless; we sponsored Brother Stephen Handrick with his bike ride to Melbourne for CanTeen; 

funded poorer members of the East Timorese community attending our Parish to phone home and talk to 

loved ones at Christmas and we gave a donation to SA Variety 4 Wheel challenge, in support of children. 

Our driving force for this project was Brother Lawrie Caruana. We also presented 3 annual awards to 

students at the St. Francis de Sales College, which included certificates and book vouchers.  

To increase our profile we now have a Facebook page, and we have recently welcomed 2 new members to 

our Branch.  Welcome to Stephen Handrick and Mike Galea! 

Early in 2018, a very enterprising young parishioner asked if we could award prizes to 
the kids who attend Children’s Liturgy and save their completed worksheets in a folder. 
There was lots of wishful thinking and dreaming about what the prizes would be, how 
many prizes could be received by each child and how often they could be bestowed. 
And so, the Children’s Liturgy Awards were born.  
 

All primary-aged children who attend Sunday Mass at Our Lady of Mercy, Mt Barker or The Good 
Shepherd, Strathalbyn, are encouraged to save their work in a folder to hand in mid-year (June) and at the 
end of the year (December) for judging. The folder can include the Kid’s Bulletin, Children’s Liturgy 
worksheets or other related artwork. Our judges love to see thoughtful answers and lots of colouring.  

 

It was decided to name the Awards after St Thomas Aquinas, the Patron Saint of students. 
Our first awards were given out at the end of June, with six certificates and prize packs 
presented to our hard-working scholars:  
 

Declan Muller (Achievement Award), Kelsea Muller (Achievement Award), 

Maiya Wamayi (Encouragement Award), Jozé Wamayi (Encouragement Award), 

Charbel Wamayi (Encouragement Award), Cruz Lobo (Encouragement Award). 

Congratulations for your great work guys! We can’t wait to see your 
folders again in December. And for those kids who are new to the 
parish, or haven’t saved any worksheets yet, it’s not too late to start. 
We would love for you to join in the fun.  

Children’s Liturgy Team 



On Thursday 14 June, the Vinnies Youth group, along 
with the group’s leaders, and a few other interested 
students participated in the Vinnies Sleep-out at the 
College.  
During the evening we participated in some social justice activities 
and listened to a guest speaker from Vinnies. We slept in cardboard 
boxes under the veranda in the senior-school quadrangle. I thought 
that the sleep out was a great experience and I had a lot of fun.  

I learned  lots about homelessness and it was very eye-opening. 
I  enjoyed listening to everyone's experience with social justice and 
helping people in need. Coming out of this, I would love to raise 
more awareness in our community by talking about homelessness 
and social justice, and getting others involved and help in any way 
we can.  

Sophie McCallum 
President of Vinnies Youth Group  

Vinnies Winter Appeal  

The College raised $1,746.85 for the Vinnies Winter Appeal. 
This total was the collation of money collected from a casual 
day, bake-sales, sausage sizzles, staff donations, and 
Business Studies class-work.  

This amount has been given to Vinnies through the 'CEO Sleep 
Out' at Adelaide Oval that Gavin McGlaughlin participated in. 
Gavin raised $5,800 and gratefully thanks all who donated.  

Vinnies will be able to assist many people in need with the 
money raised.  

The appeal has seen over 2000 donations of clothing, blankets, 

and food items from College families. 

Sam Sachse the College Chaplain has been spending 
time in the Junior School classes helping the children 
learn new songs.  
 
The students are being supported to sing praise to God 
and share their love of God through active 
participation. Sam is a wonderful role model to all 
College students. They truly appreciate having Sam 
come into the classrooms with his guitar and share  his 
gifts with them.  
 

Sam also supports Breakfast Club on Wednesday 
mornings. The children are always so excited to share 
in a cup of milo and toast particularly on our cold winter 
mornings.  


