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WEEKEND MASS TIMES 

Our Lady of Mercy 

Mt Barker 
S,-./0,1 V3435 6.00 89 

S.:0,1 9;/:3:4 9.00 ,9 

The Good Shepherd 

Strathalbyn 

S.:0,1 9;/:3:4 10.45 ,9 

 Weekday Masses This Week 

Tue 08/10   9.30am Our Lady of Mercy 

Wed 09/10   12 noon Our Lady of Mercy 

Thu 10/10   9.30am Our Lady of Mercy 

Fri 11/10   9.30am Our Lady of Mercy 

Fri 11/10   6.00pm St James the Less 

Sat 12/10   9.30am The Good Shepherd 

Thu 10/10   11.00am Oakfield Lodge 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass on Thursday and Saturday mornings for half an hour.   

Reconciliation is available during and after Exposition, and by appointment. 

Lukewarm faith turns our lives into graveyards 
Pope Francis celebrates Mass at the Casa Santa Marta on Thursday invi,ng the faithful not to content 

themselves with a fake inner peace that bears no fruit. Reflec,ng on the reading from the Book of Haggai, 

Pope Francis spoke of how the Lord urges His people to reflect on their behaviour and to change it by 

working to rebuild the House of God. 

The prophet Haggai, the Pope explained, was trying to move the heart of 

the lazy people who had resigned themselves to a life of defeat. The 

Temple had been destroyed by enemies, all was in ruin, but those people 

let the years go by without taking any ac,on. Then, he said, the Lord sent 

the prophet to “rebuild the Temple,” but the hearts of the people were 

bi7er and they had no wish to take risks and to work. Those people, the Pope con,nued, “did not want to 

pick themselves up, to start again. They would not let the Lord help them to do so”, and their excuse was 

that the ,me had not yet come. 

This, he con,nued, is the same drama of so many lukewarm Chris,ans who say “Yes, yes, Lord, it's fine ... 

but slowly, slowly, Lord, let's leave it like this ...  I’ll do it tomorrow!” Lukewarm faith, the Pope said, leads 

so many to find excuses in uncertainty and fuels the tendency to procras,nate. It causes so many people 

to waste their lives and end up “in ta7ers because they have done nothing except nurture sen,ments of 

peace and calm within themselves”. But that, he said, “is the peace of graveyards”. 

Pope Francis warned the faithful that when we become "spiritually lukewarm", we become half-Chris,ans, 

without substance. Instead, he said, the Lord wants conversion, today. He described that tepid spirituality 

as something that transforms our lives into a graveyard: a place where there is no life. Let us ask the Lord 

for the grace not to fall into that “half-Chris,an” spirit which makes us Chris,ans without substance – 

“Rose water Chris,ans” as some would say - the Pope said, Chris,ans who perhaps ”sowed a lot but 

reaped very li7le, lives that promised so much, and in the end did nothing”. May the Lord help us, he 

concluded, to "wake-up from a tepid spirit” and fight “this gentle anaesthesia of spiritual life”. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Please Pray For... 
Sick 

Ashlee Lloyd, Geraldine Griffin, Jannifer Green, 

Brian Hockings, Susie White, David Neville. 

Names will be kept on the sick list for 4 weeks. 

Recently Deceased 

Gerry Van Eck. 

Anniversaries 

Be7y Kenny, Fr William McEvoy, Jenny (Jane) Parkin, 

Tom Finn, Pat Carroll, Thomas Collins, Marie Ryksen, 

Chris,ne Ryan, Renzo Dame7o, Edna O’Brien, 

Anna Polyak. 

Anniversaries from Saturday to Friday. 

Parish Pastoral Council  
Neil McGoran (Chair), Fr Richard Morris (Ex Officio), 

Gavin McLaughlin (Ex Officio), Sandra Lloyd, Mike Galea, 

Yesamma Hendry, Jo Manalo, Jan Sobo7a, 

Joanna Falkland.  

Currently discerning membership:  

Teena Cobiac, Stewart Chilco7, Mar,n Kidby. 

Suppor�ng our parish community on our journey of faith. 

Parish Finance Council  
Tom Hardy (Chair), Fr Richard, John Barton, Jim Mann, 

Michelle Muller, Noel Duffield, Mar,n Kidby. 

For parish property, maintenance and finance ma"ers. 

Collec"ons Last Week 

1st Collec"on (suppor,ng our priests) $    998.30 

2nd Collec"on (suppor,ng the parish)  

 Envelopes $    926.00 

 Loose plate $    112.90 

 Direct debit $    292.00 

 Total second collec"on $ 1,330.90 

Direct debits can be arranged for our Planned Giving 

program: BSB 085 005 Account 48 973 6784. 

Parish Meetings this Week 
Mon 9.45am Arty CraNy Ladies OLOM Foyer 

Wed 12.30pm Legion of Mary Parish House 

Wed 5.00pm Parish Finance Council Parish Office 

Thu 10.30am Chris,an Medita,on Parish House 

Ecumenical Prayer at Strathalbyn 
Come, join in, and help begin what God wants to do here. 

Sunday 6 October at the Lutheran Church. 

On the Noticeboard 
Oct 12 Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend away 

Oct 16 Discovering the Jewish Jesus of Ma7hew’s Gospel 

Oct 18 Gen Bryant in concert at Henley Beach 

Oct 25 Christus Rex Pilgrimage, Ballarat 

Nov 2 CCYF family retreat 

Dec 8 Australian Catholic Youth Fes,val in Perth 

 

Reflection on the Scripture Readings 
The teaching of Jesus in today’s gospel, in response to the plea 

of the apostles, has an important lesson for all Chris,ans. 

It would be unfortunate if the comparisons he uses - very 

strange to our ears – got in the way, as we listen to him. Black 

and white affirma,ons and vivid images were taken for granted 

by the cultural tradi,on in which Jesus shared. Perhaps he was 

near a mulberry tree as he 

spoke. That a mulberry bush, 

a fair sized tree with an 

extensive root system familiar to 

his audience, should suddenly be 

re-established in the sea, was 

clearly an impossibility in the 

world of ordinary experience. 

But the point Jesus is making is 

that those who have ‘faith’ will 

know things that are impossible, 

except to God. 

The no,on of faith with which we are most familiar – knowing, 

through the authority of God, truths that would otherwise be 

beyond our grasp – is sound as far as it goes, but incomplete 

when compared with what the scriptures tell us about God’s 

giN of faith. The ‘faith’ that Jesus constantly referred to in the 

gospels was an openness to the coming of God in the 

miraculous signs he worked. God has been revealed, as the 

Scriptures constantly remind us, in the ‘great things’ God has 

done. The eternal Son was sent by the Father to bring about 

the final achievement of all. He ‘must suffer’ and ‘rise again’ 

he tells his companions as they press forward to Jerusalem; 

he looks forward to his ‘hour’, John’s gospel tells us. Though 

the mission of Jesus meets with resistance, and his followers 

are told they must expect the same, ‘faith’ will be their strength 

– the openness that recognizes - owns, finds new life in - what 

God has done for the world in the Saviour’s Paschal Mystery. 

Now the link with the other comparison recalled by Luke in this 

passage becomes clear. This comparison leaves us 

uncomfortable, because it refers to the rela,onship between 

master and slave that was taken for granted in the world that 

produced the gospels. Jesus is not approving this system, 

but he draws a comparison with it to bring out the nature of 

the rela,onship with the Lord that the disciple who lives by 

faith should have. Like the apostles, we are all sent out – given 

a share in the Saviour’s own mission and what God achieves 

through him. We are reminded, however, that we are no more 

than God’s instruments - whatever has las,ng worth for the 

final kingdom is all God’s work. This applies to us all; but it has 

an obvious importance for those who are called to serve within 

the Chris,an community. In the reading from the le7er to 

Timothy, those who have such roles are told, therefore, to 

‘rely on the power of God’ and ‘the help of the Holy Spirit’. 

The final words of Habakkuk, ‘the upright man will live by his 

faithfulness’, had great influence in Chris,an thought. Paul 

linked his fundamental principle, ‘we are jus,fied by faith’, 

with this text - in his dispute with those who wanted to impose 

on all the observance of the old Law. Clearly, Paul’s principle 

expresses the mind of Jesus – faith is God’s giN, through which 

we own the new life brought to the world by the Saviour. 

John Thornhill SM 



Question of the Week 
Jesus said, ‘So you also, when you have done all that you were 

ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done 

only what we ought to have done!’ (Luke 17: 10) 

Adults: When have you done more than was required of you in 

the service of others? 

Young People: Does your fear of failure ever stop you from 

taking risks for your faith? 

Children: When have you done something extra for someone 

in your family without being asked? What did you learn from 

this? 

Canonisation of Bl. Mariam Theresa 
The Adelaide Archdiocese would like to express its 

congratula,ons and offer our prayers to the Indian community 

on the canonisa,on of Blessed Mariam Theresa on October 

13. Mariam Thresia (Theresa) Chiramel was 

born on April 26 1876 in Kerala, India. She 

was named aNer St Teresa of Avila and her 

intense desire to love God started as a 

young child. She wanted to help the poor, 

nurse the sick and comfort the lonely. In 

1914 she started a new congrega,on of the 

Holy Family and con,nued to look aNer the sick and the poor, 

educa,on of girls and care for orphaned children. She died on 

8 June 1926.  

Christus Rex Fundraising 
Hi everybody, Youth Group are going to do some fundraising 

for the pilgrimage coming up. We are offering weeding in 

people’s yards or house work, charging $5 per person per 

hour. We will be speaking at Mass some,me to adver,se our 

services. Please think about what work you would like done 

around your house - we look forward to doing it for you! Ruby 

ACU – Gospel Series 
In prepara,on for Advent and the 2020 Liturgical Year, Rev 

Dr Michael Trainor, Senior Lecture at Australian Catholic 

University’s Adelaide Campus will hold two Gospel Series 

lectures on “DISCOVERING the Jewish JESUS of Ma7hew’s 

Gospel”.  These lectures will be held on Wednesday 16 Oct, 

10am-12pm OR (repeated) 7-9pm, at the ACU Campus, 116 

George Street, Thebarton.  Ample free parking.  Registra,on 

fee:  $5/person (Cash payable at the door). Registra,on 

required: Ph 8234 7462 or adelaide.theology@acu.edu.au. 

CCYF Family Retreat 
The Catholic Archdiocese of Adelaide Council for Young 

Families invites you to a7end a family retreat on Saturday 

November 2, 2019 – 10am to 3pm at the Thebarton 

Community Centre. Check the no,ceboard for further details. 

Gen Bryant in Concert 
Friday October 18 at 7.30pm, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 

Catholic Church, 420 Seaview Rd, Henley Beach. Acclaimed 

Melbourne-based Catholic musician Gen Bryant is performing 

in Adelaide in October and all are welcome. Gen has 

performed at World Youth Days, the Australian Catholic Youth 

Fes,val and countless other youth events and conferences. 

Tickets $5 h7ps://www.trybooking.com/BFQCL  For more 

informa,on, contact peter.bierer@cesa.catholic.edu.au. 

Legion of Mary 
The Legion of Mary will be mee,ng at Our Lady of Mercy aNer 

the noon Mass on Wednesday.  We will have a shared lunch 

before our prayer mee,ng. Please join us!  

Kids Stuff 
Atrium (Catechesis of the Good Shepherd) 

Atrium has finished for term 3 and we look forward to it 

recommencing in week 2 of term 4. Teena. 

Mini Youth Group  

Mini Youth Group (u12) meets on Friday nights on the even 

weeks of school term, from 6-8pm in the Parish House.  

We have games and ac,vi,es, DVDs, hikes, and share a meal 

together.  Parents are welcome to stay with us. Please RSVP to 

Michelle on 8391 1053 so we know how many to cater for and 

bring $3 for food. Michelle. 

Youth Group 

Our Youth Group (12+) meets on Thursday nights on the odd 

weeks of school term, from 6-8pm in the Parish House.   

We are going on a pilgrimage called Christus Rex that will take 

place in October 2019. For more information you can visit the 

website or talk to me (Ruby) at Youth.  

We do a walk every second week and then on the other weeks 

we do something else like having a meal and reflection with 

Father Richard or doing a fun activity.   

Please don’t feel as if you have to do the pilgrimage; if you are 

not very interested in it then please still come to Youth.  

Please RSVP to Ruby on 0499 172 740 so we know how many 

to cater for and bring $3 for food.  Ruby.  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

We are using some great resources recommended by Carmen 

Balales of the Archdiocesan Family and Parish Based 

Catechesis Office.  We have weekly worksheets printed from 

Ka,e Thompson’s Footprints in Faith, craNs from The Liturgy of 

the Word with Children, also by Ka,e Thompson, and Fr 

Richard is formula,ng ‘wonder ques,ons’ to guide our 

reflec,ons with the children. 

We are grateful for all our wonderful leaders and those who 

help to prepare things behind the scenes. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend Away 12-13 October    
Here is a magnificent opportunity to spend a 

weekend together inves,ng in your most precious asset, your 

marriage. This is an in,mate weekend for married couples, 

exploring their rela,onship, allowing both to share feelings, 

hopes and dreams with each other in ways that normal daily 

living tends to inhibit. Couples and a priest present this 

weekend, which is based around Catholic values but couples of 

all faiths are welcome. October 12-13 at Henley Beach.  

Details and Bookings: Zyg and Julie on 0437 388 513, 

sabookings@wwme.org.au or www.wwme.org.au  
Calling Organists and Pianists! 

Do you have a hidden talent for playing the organ or piano?  

You might like to consider volunteering to play at the Saturday 

6pm Vigil Mass, perhaps as part of a roster.  Contact the office 

if you would like to talk further about this important ministry.  

 

 



25-B S.:0,1 3: O/03:,/1 T39C 

F3/D- RC,03:4 H,F,GG.G 1:2-3; 2:2-4 

A reading from the prophet Habakkuk 

The just will live by faithfulness. 

How long, Lord, am I to cry for help 

while you will not listen; 

to cry 'Oppression!' in your ear 

and you will not save? 

Why do you set injustice before me, 

why do you look on where there is tyranny? 

Outrage and violence, this is all I see, 

all is contention, and discord flourishes. 

Then the Lord answered and said, 

'Write the vision down, 

inscribe it on tablets 

to be easily read, 

since this vision is for its own time only: 

eager for its own fulfilment, it does not deceive; 

if it comes slowly, wait, 

for come it will, without fail. 

See how he flags, he whose soul is not at rights, 

but the upright man will live by his faithfulness.' 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

RCD8;:D;/3,5 PD,59 PD 94:1-2, 6-9 

R. If today you hear his voice, 

 harden not your hearts. 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 

hail the rock who saves us. 

Let us come before him, giving thanks, 

with songs let us hail the Lord. R. 

Come in; let us bow and bend low; 

let us kneel before the God who made us 

for he is our God and we 

the people who belong to his pasture, 

the flock that is led by his hand. R. 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 

'Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 

as on that day at Massah in the desert 

when your fathers put me to the test; 

when they tried me, though they saw my work.' R. 

SCK;:0 RC,03:4 2 T39;-B1 1:6-8, 13-14 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy 

Never be ashamed of witnessing the Lord. 

I am reminding you to fan into a flame the gift that God gave 

you when I laid my hands on you. God's gift was not a spirit 

of timidity, but the Spirit of power, and love, and self-control. 

So you are never to be ashamed of witnessing to the Lord, or 

ashamed of me for being his prisoner; but with me, bear the 

hardships for the sake of the Good News, relying on the 

power of God. 

Keep as your pattern the sound teaching you have heard 

from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. You 

have been trusted to look after something precious; guard it 

with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

The English transla,on of the Psalm Responses, Alleluia & Gospel verses, & Lenten Gospel Acclama,on from  

Lec�onary for Mass© 1969,1981, Interna,onal Commi7ee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

G;D8C5 AKK5,9,-3;: 1 PC-C/ 1:25 

Sung Antiphon 

The word of the Lord stands for ever; 

it is the word given to you, the Good News. 

Sung Antiphon 

G;D8C5 L.GC 17:5-10 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

If you had faith! 

The apostles said to the Lord, 'Increase our faith.' The Lord 

replied, 'Were your faith the size of a mustard seed you could 

say to this mulberry tree, "Be uprooted and planted in the 

sea," and it would obey you. 

'Which of you, with a servant ploughing or minding sheep, 

would say to him when he returned from the fields, "Come and 

have your meal immediately?" Would he not be more likely to 

say, "Get my supper laid; make yourself tidy and wait on me 

while I eat and drink. You can eat and drink yourself 

afterwards"? Must he be grateful to the servant for doing what 

he was told? So with you: when you have done all you have 

been told to do, say, "We are merely servants: we have done 

no more than our duty."' 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

October 13th, 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C 

It seems that no one has returned to give thanks to God  
except this foreigner. 

First Reading: 2 Kings 5:14-17  

Psalm 97:1-4  

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-13  

Gospel: Luke 17:11-19  


