
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Becoming restless seekers of the Kingdom of Heaven  

At the Angelus on 26th July, Pope Francis reflected on two parables told by Jesus in the day’s Gospel: the treasure 

hidden in the field, and the pearl of great value. In both parables, those who finds the precious items, that which is 

most dear to them, sell everything they have in order to obtain them. “With these two similes,” said Pope Francis, 

“Jesus proposes to involve us in the building of the Kingdom of Heaven, presenting one of its essential 

characteristics: Those who fully pledge themselves to the Kingdom are those who are willing to stake everything.” 

The “decisive and radical” decision to give up everything to seek even more precious treasures shows that “the 

building of the Kingdom requires not only the grace of God, but also the active willingness of the human person.” 

“We are called to assume the attitude of these Gospel figures, so that we too may become healthily restless 

seekers of the Kingdom of Heaven.” There is a cost: we must give up “worldly sureties” - such as “covetousness for 

possessions, the thirst for profit and power, and thinking only of ourselves” - which can hinder our search. 

Too often, people lead “mediocre and dull lives, because they do not go in search of real treasure.” Seeking after 

the Kingdom of Heaven, on the other hand, is the very “opposite of a dull life: it is a treasure that renews life every 

day and leads it to extend towards wider horizons.” Seekers after the Kingdom “have a creative and inquisitive 

heart” leading them to “new paths” for loving God, our neighbour, and ourselves, the Pope said. 

“Jesus, Who is the hidden treasure and the pearl of great value, cannot but inspire joy, all the joy in the world: the 

joy of discovering a meaning in life, the joy of committing oneself to the adventure of holiness.” Pope Francis 

concluded with a prayer that the Blessed Virgin Mary “might help us to seek after the treasure of the Kingdom of 

Heaven every day, so that the love God has given us through Jesus may be manifested in our words and acts.” 
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Mass Times This Week 

Saturday 6pm      Our Lady of Mercy 

Sunday 9am        Our Lady of Mercy 

Sunday 10:45am  The Good Shepherd 

 Mon 03/08 11.00am Rosary Garden 

St Dominic 

 Tue 04/08 9.30am Our Lady of Mercy 

St John Mary Vianney 

 Wed 05/08 12 noon Our Lady of Mercy 

 Thu 06/08 9.30am Our Lady of Mercy 

The Transfiguration of the Lord 

 Fri 07/08 9.30am Our Lady of Mercy 

 Fri 07/08 6.00pm St James the Less 

 Sat 08/08 9.30am The Good Shepherd 

St Mary of the Cross, Virgin 
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Mass on Thursday and Saturday mornings 

for half an hour.   

Reconciliation is available during and after 
Exposition, and by appointment.  
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Please Pray For... 
Sick 

Irma Bachmeyer, Bryan Chapman, Theresia Jordans, 

Ashlee Lloyd, Helen Malin, Helene Meijer, Paul Mensforth, 

David Neville, Prema Sequeira, Patricia Smyth, 

David Thomas. 

Names are kept on the sick list for 4 weeks. 

Recently Deceased 

Patricia O’Donnell, Phil (Philomena) Shepherd, 

Gladys Williams. 

Anniversaries 

Terry Browne, Frank Caspers, Steve Coffey, Ivy Furst, 

Ghiona De Sellis, Thomas Deane-Freemann, Elio Freschi, 

Gwen Entwistle, Salvatore Giovani Fiora, Harold Hammond, 

Johannes Middledorp, Kenneth Stanley Packham, 

Edward Skrzat, Tony Sbriz, Ernest Thomas, Nella Vildzius. 

Anniversaries from Saturday 1 August to Friday 7 August. 

Parish Pastoral Council  
Neil McGoran (Chair), Fr Richard Morris (Ex Officio), 

Fr Ian Wilson (Ex Officio), Gavin McLaughlin (Ex Officio), 

Stewart Chilcott, Teena Cobiac, Joanna Falkland, 

Mike Galea, Yesamma Hendry, Sandra Lloyd, Jo Manalo, 

Michelle Muller, Tung Pham, Jan Sobotta.  

Suppor�ng our parish community on our journey of faith. 

Parish Finance Council  
Tom Hardy (Chair), Father Richard Morris (ex officio), 

John Barton (Treasurer), Michelle Muller, Noel Duffield, 

Delia Hughes, Jim Mann, Toni Palombi. 

For parish property, maintenance and finance ma�ers. 

Collections Last Week (Monday to Sunday) 

1st Collection (supporting our priests) $    818.65 

2nd Collection (supporting the parish)  

 Envelopes and loose plate $ 1,354.70 

 Online and direct debit $    780.00 

 Total second collection $ 2,134.70 

Thank you for supporting our parish and our priests.  

If you would like to give to the first and second collections via 

envelope, direct debit or credit card, please contact Michelle 

or Father Richard at the Parish Office, ph 8391 1053. 

Meetings This Week 

Sun 10.30am Legion of Mary Parish House 

Mon 9.45am Arty Crafty Ladies OLOM Foyer 

Tue 10.30am Christian Meditation Parish House 

New Direct Giving App 

The Adelaide Archdiocese’s ‘Find a Mass’ App has been 

upgraded to allow people to contribute to the first and second 

collections via a credit or debit card. Users can make a one-

off donation or set up recurring donations to their parish and 

community (second collection) and for the support of the 

clergy (first collection) as well as to special collections held 

throughout the year. Here is a YouTube video demonstrating 

how the app works. (https://youtu.be/DvnbCbDUgOE) 

Enquiries: E: cathcomm@adelaide.catholic.org.au. 

Reflection  
on the Scripture Readings 

Having completed Matthew’s 

collection of Kingdom parables, we 

are now reading from the narrative 

section that follows. The response of 

the people of Galilee has been 

disappointing, and Jesus turns his 

attention to forming the group of 

disciples who are to carry on his 

mission. The miracle of the feeding of the multitude must have 

been remembered as of great significance by the first Christians 

– it is recounted in all four gospels. This incident, it seems, gave 

rise to different traditions of presentation, both of which are 

included in Matthew’s gospel. Today’s presentation is for a 

Palestinian community – the twelve baskets symbolise the 

feeding of the tribes of Israel. The other narrative is the telling of 

the story in a gentile context – with seven baskets symbolising 

the seven gentile nations referred to in the biblical traditions. 

As the only miracle in which the disciples are called by Jesus to 

play a part, it is an excellent introduction to this narrative of the 

formation of the disciples by Jesus. When they suggested that 

the people leave Jesus to find food, he replies, ‘Give them 

something yourselves’. Then, when they produced two loaves 

and two dried fish, he broke the loaves and handed them to his 

disciples, who gave them to the crowd. As we listen to this 

reading, it is not difficult to recognise that the early Christian 

communities looked back on this incident as a foreshadowing of 

the Eucharist. Today’s liturgy opens up the vast perspectives 

suggested by this awareness. 

The first reading from Isaiah reminds us of the Old Testament’s 

amazing tradition of faith and piety – something that has been 

long neglected in our Catholic awareness. The words of the 

prophet are not artful poetry, but the expression of the faith and 

trust that sustained God’s faithful people during their disastrous 

exile in Babylon. God’s people – especially those who have 

nothing – are called to the Lord’s feast. The only condition of 

partaking is a thirst for God. If they respond, and ‘come’ to the 

Lord’s table, they will find ‘life’, and they will share in the 

blessings of an ‘everlasting covenant’. If only we came to our 

celebration of the Eucharist with similar dispositions. 

The Eucharistic awareness of the first Christians communities is 

reflected in all the gospels, in a narrative that clearly echoes 

their liturgy of the ‘breaking of bread’, Jesus ‘says the blessing’, 

‘breaks the loaves’, and has his chosen disciples minister to the 

people. The crowd in the traditional story handed on by Matthew 

was immense. 5000 men with their families would have 

amounted to 20 or 30 thousand – about 10% of the population 

of Palestine at the time! As we know, numbers in the scriptures 

are often symbolic. Clearly, this miracle is remembered as of 

momentous significance - inclusive of the whole people. 

Today’s reading from the letter to the Romans fits well in a 

liturgy celebrating the greatness of the Eucharist. This central 

sacrament of the Church’s common life ‘in Christ’ is a 

celebration of God’s love ‘made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord’. 

Paul assures the Christians of Rome, for whom persecution for 

the faith has already been a personal experience, that no 

power, visible or invisible, can come between them and the 

Saviour’s love revealed to the world in Eucharistic celebration of 

the Paschal Mystery.     John Thornhill SM 



Question of the Week 

Jesus said to them, ‘There is no need for them to go away; give 

them some food yourselves’. (Matthew 14:15–16) 

Adults: To whom could you bring the assurance of Christ’s love 

this week? 

Young People: How can young people who struggle with self-

doubt build  their confidence? 

Children: Do you remember a time when you felt better because 

someone acted with love? 

Catechist’s Refreshment Day 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  

Catechists, parents, prayer supporters, and 

material makers, you are invited to a day of prayer 

and spiritual refreshment. This day of refreshment 

will give us an opportunity to discuss any issues we 

might be facing in our atria, pray and fellowship 

together, be reminded of the helpful gems of child 

development that Maria Montessori and Sophia 

Cavaletti formulated for us in Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd, and essentially to be refreshed in the hope and 

joy that the Holy Spirit brings to us and to the children through 

knowing the Goodness of the Shepherd. 

9am-5pm, 8 August at Mary Mackillop Atrium, St James the 

Less, Macclesfield. RSVP Teena 0499 172 740 by 1 August.  

Baptisms, Confirmations and 
First Holy Communion 

This weekend we welcome Parker Charles Scudds into the 

Faith through the sacrament of Baptism.  We ask God to bless 

Parker, his parents Courtney and Samuel and godparents 

Edwina and Benjamin on this special occasion. The baptism will 

be on Sunday at 2pm at Our Lady of Mercy.  

We also welcome John Cahill who will be celebrating Baptism, 

Confirmation and First Holy Communion this Saturday evening 

in the 6pm Mass. We invite you to stay for supper after Mass to 

celebrate this occasion with him.  

Please keep the children in the Parish Sacrament program in 

your prayers, as they have been waiting to celebrate their 

Confirmation and First Holy Communion. The children will 

celebrate Confirmation and First Holy Communion over the next 

two weekends at the Mass of their choice. 

St Mary Of The Cross 
Mackillop Feast Day Mass 

Please join in celebrating St Mary MacKillop’s 10 years of 

sainthood in St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral on Saturday August 

8 at 11.30am. Bookings are not required as it is a weekday 

Mass, however there is a maximum capacity of 240 persons in 

the Cathedral and no further people will be admitted once this 

number is reached. There will also be a Mass in the Kensington 

Chapel, celebrated by Archbishop O’Regan and live streamed 

at 10.30am via www.adelaide.catholic.org.au. This Mass is not 

open to attend. For more information, contact Archdiocesan 

Events on P: 8210 8220 or E: events@adelaide.catholic.org.au. 

Channel 44 Replay at 5pm  
Sunday Mass at the Cathedral is now replayed on Channel 44 

at the new time of 5pm. 

Vocations Awareness Week 

This week (2-9 August) the entire Church considers, supports 

and prays for those searching for their vocations in life. 

We might think about and pray for the young people in our 

community and in our families this week especially. In prayer, 

ask the Lord to enlighten them and give them the grace and 

courage to respond to His call.  

The Lord calls each of us to a particular vocation (marriage, 

consecrated life, priesthood or a single life of service).  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

Welcome back everyone!! It was such as joy to celebrate 

Children’s Liturgy with you last Sunday. Your enthusiasm was 

great. We look forward to having Children’s Liturgy every 

Sunday in the 9am Mass at Our Lady of Mercy, where we 

listen to the Gospel from the Children’s Lectionary and reflect 

on how God is speaking to us. All children welcome. You can 

even bring Mum or Dad with you! 

Walk a Mile in My boots 

Dear Parishioners, I am participating in the Hutt St Centre 

Walk a Mile Challenge on Friday 7 August to raise funds for 

up to 6,000 South Australians who will experience 

homelessness this year. All funds raised go to the Hutt St 

Centre, run by the Daughters of Charity, to provide access to 

essential wellbeing services like meals, showers and laundry 

facilities and professional services like medical support, health 

clinics, financial and legal advice. Fundraising efforts will also 

help provide access to emergency and longer term 

accommodation, as well as helping to develop the confidence 

and skills to become work ready. 

Pope Francis has described homeless people as 

those…'living in sorrow and fear, hidden in the cracks of 

society'. The Walk a Mile Challenge provides the opportunity 

to reach out and support people experiencing homelessness, 

so they know they are not alone. Please give generously to 

my donation box at the entrance to Our Lady of Mercy Church 

or to my donation page: https://www.walkamile.org.au/

fundraisers/juliemoran2547. You can also register to join the 

walk at www.walkamile.org.au. Together we can help end 

homelessness. Thankyou and God bless, Julie Moran 

Chrism Mass 

We welcome all to celebrate Mass of the Oils on Tuesday, 

August 18 2020 in St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral at 6pm.  

Due to restrictions, limited spaces will be available to attend 

Mass. Bookings can be made from Wednesday, July 29 

via www.trybooking.com/BKOEW.  Please note NO onsite car 

parking will be available for this Mass.   If you would like more 

information regarding this event, please contact the Office for 

Worship on P: 8210 8287 or Archdiocesan Events on P: 8210 

8220 or via E: events@adelaide.catholic.org.au. 

Australian Catholic Men’s 
Gathering 2020 (Free event) 

Register  at http://www.catholicmensgathering.com.au/ for the 

ACBC National Catholic Men’s Gathering 2020. This modified 

program is offered as a free event for registered participants. 

It will be delivered in four pre-recorded sessions of 

approximately 1 hour in length, available from Saturday 

August 15.  



18?@ SABCDE FB OGCFBDGE TFHI 

FFGJ? RIDCFBK IJDFD@ 55:1-3 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Hasten and eat. 

Thus says the Lord: 

Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; 

though you have no money, come! 

Buy corn without money, and eat, 

and, at no cost, wine and milk. 

Why spend money on what is not bread, 

your wages on what fails to satisfy? 

Listen, listen to me and you will have good things to eat 

and rich food to enjoy. 

Pay attention, come to me; 

listen, and your soul will live. 

With you I will make an everlasting covenant 

out of the favours promised to David. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

RIJLMBJMGFDN PJDNH 144:8-9, 15-18 

R. The hand of the Lord feeds us: 

     he answers all our needs. 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 

slow to anger, abounding in love. 

How good is the Lord to all, 

compassionate to all his creatures. R. 

The eyes of all creatures look to you 

and you give them their food in due time. 

You open wide your hand, 

grant the desires of all who live. R. 

The Lord is just in all his ways 

and loving in all his deeds. 

He is close to all who call him, 

call on him from their hearts. R. 

SIOMBC RIDCFBK RMHDBJ 8:35, 37-39 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

No creature can separate us from the love of God, which is in 

Christ. 

Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ, even 

if we are troubled or worried, or being persecuted, or lacking 

food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked. These 

are the trials through which we triumph, by the power of him 

who loved us. 

For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, 

no prince, nothing that exists, nothing still to come, not any 

power, or height or depth, nor any created thing, can ever 

come between us and the love of God made visible in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GMJLIN AOONDHD?FMB MD??@IP 4:4 

Sung antiphon 

No one lives on bread alone, 

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

Sung antiphon 

GMJLIN MD??@IP 14:13-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

They all ate and were satisfied. 

When Jesus received the news of John the Baptist's death he 

withdrew by boat to a lonely place where they could be by 

themselves. But the people heard of this and, leaving the 

towns, went after him on foot. So as he stepped ashore he saw 

a large crowd; and he took pity on them and healed their sick. 

When evening came, the disciples went to him and said, 'This 

is a lonely place, and the time has slipped by; so send the 

people away, and they can go to the villages to buy themselves 

some food.' Jesus replied, 'There is no need for them to go: 

give them something to eat yourselves.' But they answered, 'All 

we have with us is five loaves and two fish.' 'Bring them here to 

me,' he said. He gave orders that the people were to sit down 

on the grass; then he took the five loaves and the two fish, 

raised his eyes to heaven and said the blessing. And breaking 

the loaves he handed them to his disciples who gave them to 

the crowds. They all ate as much as they wanted, and they 

collected the scraps remaining, twelve baskets full, Those who 

ate numbered about five thousand men, to say nothing of 

women and children. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Week: August 9, 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A, Command me to come to you over the water 

First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9, 11-13 Psalm: 84:9-14 Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5 Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, Alleluia & Gospel verses, & Lenten Gospel Acclamation from  
Lectionary for Mass© 1969,1981, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 


