
11th. Sunday in Ordinary Time 9.00am Mass 
I have been checking out my little garden this week after 
the wonderful rain that we had. God’s rain seems to have 
something in it that the water we put on the garden does 
not have. Everything seems to get a spurt of growth after 
a good rain. There is something wonderful about having 
a garden in which we can watch God at work. I expect 
Jesus grew up learning to be a gardener by watching 
Mary and Joseph tending their home garden. It is not 
surprising that Jesus uses parables about gardening to 
speak of the way that God works in our world.  
 
Today we listen to two parables about the growth of the 
kingdom of God. The first speaks about how God brings 
about growth in a mysterious way that is beyond our 
understanding. “A man throws seed on the land. Night 
and day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is 
sprouting and growing; how he does not know.” 
 
It is a parable of hope for us. We live in the time 
between the planting of the seed and its harvest. We are 
living in a time when God is at work bringing seed to 
fruitfulness in a way that is beyond our understanding. 
While we may not understand how it happens, we can 
still notice it. Perhaps we need to ask God to help us to 
notice better where growth is happening in our lives and 
in the lives of others. 
 

We need to notice those signs of God’s growth in 
ourselves first of all. We are invited to see signs of how 
God helps us to grow in understanding, in patience, in 
faith, in love. It doesn’t all happen at once. But it does 
happen. We are invited to see the signs of how we might 
be growing in our ability to trust God and trust others. 
We are invited to notice how we might be growing in 
our capacity to hope for what God has in store for us. 
 
A plant is never alone in a garden. We are invited to look 
around us for the signs of growth in the garden that God 
has planted around each of us. When we look, we will 
see signs of growth in the other members of our families 
and in our friends. Of course, plants need to be fed and 
watered. Seeds get off to a great start when they are 
planted in soil that has been fertilized and prepared well. 
 
How fortunate we are if we have been planted in a 
family that is well fertilizes by faith and love. How 
grateful we must be if we have been nurtured well by 
parents and family who have given themselves to us in 
love and made known to us the face of our God. 
 
We are called to be that soil for our own children and 
grandchildren. Our own relationship with God nurtures 
the relationship that our children can have with the one 
who sustains them. This weekend we are especially 
conscious of those families whose children have 



celebrated Confirmation and First Holy Communion. We 
are praying for them. We are asking God to help them to 
continue the good work that they have done of revealing 
God’s face to their children. 
 
But good soil is not enough to guarantee growth. Every 
plant must seek out the sun, the source of life. And so 
must we. We seek the Son who speaks to us and 
nourishes us by his Word. Jesus is the Word of Life for 
us. We are fed by that Word. It is that word that brings 
about “first the shoot, then the ear, then the full grain in 
the ear.” It is that Word that prepares us for the harvest 
of eternal life.  
 
That Word is spoken to us in so many different ways. It 
is proclaimed for us here when we gather for Eucharist. 
God speaks his Word to us when we pray. Sometimes 
we have to be very quiet to hear what he may be saying 
to us. God’s Word is spoken to us every day by the 
people who love us. God speaks to us when we listen 
humbly to one another. 
 
The second parable in today’s gospel helps us to 
remember how God can continually surprise us by doing 
great things with so little. We are told that the Kingdom 
of God is like a little mustard seed that grows into the 
biggest shrub of all. It puts out big branches so that the 
birds of the air can shelter in its shade. There is a bit of 

exaggeration here, but the point is that we cannot 
underestimate what God can do in each one of us. We 
may feel that we are so small and weak that we have 
little to offer to others. But in God’s hands we can 
become the shelter and the shade for the birds of the air. 
We can be there for others in whatever way God may 
call us to be. 
 
This parable seems to draw on the image that we saw in 
our reading from the Prophecy of Ezekiel. There God 
takes a shoot from the top of a cedar tree and plants it on 
a high mountain. This shoot sprouts branches, bears fruit 
and becomes a noble cedar. Every kind of bird will live 
beneath it. Every winged creature will live in the shade 
of its branches. This great tree becomes a sign of what 
God can do with so little. 
 
Let’s take these parables and pray with them this week. 
May they put us in touch with God the Gardener. May 
they help us to notice the work he is doing in us and in 
others. May they inspire us to be a gardener like him. 
 
 


