
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
I received a very special letter this week. It was from 
Pope Francis. Well, it wasn’t just to me, but to all the 
priests in the Church. He begins by saying, “As an older 
brother and a father, I would like to thank you in the 
name of the holy and faithful People of God for all you 
do for them, and to encourage you never to forget the 
words the Lord spoke with great love to us on the day of 
our ordination. Those words are the source of our joy: ‘I 
no longer call you servants…I call you friends.’” 
 
Pope Francis then talks about the abuse scandal: “In 
these years, we have become more attentive to the cry, 
often silent and suppressed, of our brothers and sisters 
who were victims of the abuse of power, the abuse of 
conscience and sexual abuse on the part of ordained 
ministers.”  But, Pope Francis explains, even without 
“denying or dismissing the harm caused by some of our 
brothers, it would be unfair not to express our gratitude 
to all those priests who faithfully and generously spend 
their lives in the service of others.” The Pope then 
continues in his very beautiful way to speak words of 
gratitude and encouragement. He calls us towards the 
end of his letter to look to Mary and learn from her. 
“Mary teaches us the praise capable of lifting our gaze to 
the future and restoring hope to the present. Her entire 
life was contained in her song of praise. We too are 

called to sing that song as a promise of future 
fulfilment.” 
 
I was thinking about that letter in the light of today’s 
gospel. We have just heard Jesus remind us of the 
responsibilities that we have when we are called to act in 
his name. “When a man has had a great deal given him, a 
great deal will be demanded of him; when a man has a 
great deal given him on trust, even more will be 
expected of him.” Those words come at the end of a 
gospel that began with Jesus telling us that we have no 
need to be afraid, for our Father God has given us the 
kingdom. He wants us to have the freedom to put our 
treasure where our heart is, in our union with the God 
who loves us. 
 
But Jesus goes on to warn us that we need to be people 
who are ready and open to let God into our lives in 
whatever way God wants to come to us. Jesus warns us 
that we need to be like servants who serve honestly and 
generously. And Jesus will fulfil the hope of all those 
who do that. He uses a very beautiful image of the 
master putting on an apron, sitting the servants down and 
waiting on them. It is an image that reminds us of what 
Jesus himself does at the last supper. Jesus sets the 
pattern for all who are called to any kind of leadership in 
the Church. 
 



But the message of today’s gospel is not just for those in 
leadership. Each one of us within the Church is called to 
be a servant of others. We know it is so much harder to 
do this without good leadership and the loving support of 
those around us. This week we have been celebrating 
vocations awareness week in our Church. We are 
remembering with thanks that it is God’s call to service 
that enables us to live out our vocations whatever they 
may be. It is God’s call for me to be a priest that 
empowers me to live that vocation and to be a sign of his 
love for others. It is God’s call for you to be married or 
single that empowers you to love in the way that God 
wants you to love. You too are a sign of God’s love for 
others. Together we make the reign of God present in 
our world. Together we continue the work of Jesus today 
and tomorrow. 
 
In his letter Pope Francis talks about how we pray as 
priests. “The prayer of a pastor is nourished and made 
incarnate in the heart of God’s People. It bears the marks 
of the sufferings and joys of his people, whom he 
silently presents to the Lord to be anointed by the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. This is the hope of a pastor, who with 
trust and insistence asks the Lord to care for our 
weakness as individuals and as a people. Yet we should 
also realize that it is in the prayer of God’s people that 
the heart of the pastor takes flesh and finds its proper 
place.” 

 
I think Pope Francis touches into that wonderful mystery 
of how we become Church, working and praying 
together as disciples of Jesus. We learn how to do our 
part in God’s plan for the world by learning how to be 
more faithful disciples of Jesus. Bit by bit Jesus teaches 
us how to live our vocation as people who are baptised 
in his name. Bit by bit we learn how to fulfil the hope 
that Jesus has in us to make his love present and real in 
our world. 
 
You and I are very fragile human people, but we can do 
what God calls us to do, not so much because of our 
faithfulness, but because of the faithfulness of God. It is 
God’s love at work in us that makes us who we are. 
 
In today’s rather difficult reading from the Book of 
Wisdom we are told that once our ancestors in faith saw 
what kind of oaths that had put their trust in, they would 
joyfully take courage. The oath was their allegiance to 
the God who would be faithful to them. That gives us 
hope as we recognise the vocations that God has given to 
us. We recognise what we are called to do through our 
faith in God. Today’s letter to the Hebrews remembers 
how the great men and women of Israel were 
empowered by their faith. We are the ones whom God 
empowers today to be his faithful people. 


