
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Thank you, Sandra. Today I would like to speak 
especially to you Keira. You are the first of 14 young 
people who during these two weekends are going to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation and receive 
Jesus in Holy Communion for the first time. 
 
Sometimes people ask me how much young people need 
to know before they can celebrate Confirmation and First 
Holy Communion. I wonder what you would say to 
them? I tell them that being ready for these sacraments is 
much more about who you know than what you know. 
We prepare for the gift of the Spirit of Jesus and 
receiving Him in Holy Communion by coming to know 
Jesus. And that can take a long time. 
 
Today’s gospel tells the story of how the first disciples 
of Jesus were able to make a big step in understanding 
who Jesus was. Jesus sent them on ahead in the boat 
without him. He chose to send the crowds away and then 
spend a long time in prayer alone. I could imagine that in 
that time of prayer his Father assured him again of the 
work that he had called him to do. I could imagine that 
Jesus came away from the prayer more aware of who he 
was. 
 
The disciples began to experience a fierce storm with a 
head wind that prevented them from making any 

progress across the lake. We are told that they were far 
out on the lake when Jesus came to them. By now it 
somewhere between 3 and 6 am. They thought that it 
was a ghost appearing to them. But Jesus assures them. 
“Courage, it is I. Do not be afraid.” Those words were 
the words that God had so often used to tell people that 
he was there for them and cared for them. Peter, 
speaking on behalf of the others, read those words 
rightly. He could see too that Jesus was doing something 
that only God could do. The psalms that he prayed each 
day had often spoken of God’s power to control the sea 
and put the waves under his feet. Here was Jesus 
walking on the sea. “Lord if it is you, tell me to come to 
you across the water.” Peter was asking Jesus to share 
with him something of his power as God. Jesus freely 
does that, and Peter begins to make his way towards him. 
 
Is that what you would ask of Jesus today? Do you want 
him to share with you something of his power as God? I 
hope that you do, because that is what Jesus wants to 
give to you when I lay my hands on you and anoint you 
with oil. I am going to pray that Jesus would share his 
Spirit with you. I am going to ask Jesus to give you all 
the gifts you need to live your life well as a daughter of 
God. And it will not be just me who is praying that you 
receive God’s gifts. Everybody here will be praying with 
me. They will be praying that you would keep your eyes 
upon Jesus and let him lead you throughout your life. 



 
In our Gospel story Peter takes his eyes off Jesus for a 
moment and looks at how strong the wind is. Once he 
lost sight of Jesus he began to sink. But to his great 
credit he cried out to Jesus to save him. Jesus put his 
hand out at once and held him. “Man of little faith, why 
did you doubt.” But it was this man of little faith who 
with the other disciples bowed down before Jesus and 
proclaimed, “Truly, you are the Son of God.” 
 
There are moments in our life when we all lose sight of 
Jesus. Sometimes Jesus is hard to find. Jesus can be hard 
to find when things go wrong in our lives. Jesus can be 
hard to find when we suffer pain or hurt in any way. 
Jesus can be hard to find when we look for him in the 
wrong places. Our first reading today from the first Book 
of Kings helps us to realize that God is often not where 
you would expect Him to be. God did not appear in the 
earthquake or the fire, but in a gentle breeze. When we 
might be looking for God in the spectacular God is 
already here in the ordinary. 
 
Today you will become a full member of God’s family, 
the Church, when you receive Jesus in Holy Communion 
for the first time. Jesus comes to you in a very ordinary 
way under the form of bread. What you see when I hold 
the host up before looks like just an ordinary piece of 
bread. But I say to you, “The Body of Christ” and you 

reply to me, “Amen”. That little word means yes, I 
believe. At this point in the Mass you are saying to 
Jesus, yes, I know who you are. I have come to know 
you and know something of your love for me. You are 
saying to everyone here in the Church that you have 
begun to understand that Jesus is present with you every 
day. You are saying to us that you have learnt that you 
can talk to Jesus in prayer and that he listens to you. 
 
You can only say your Amen today because you have 
had the gift of faith handed down to you by those who 
love you most. You can only say that you know Jesus 
because your parents and grandparents know Jesus. They 
love you so much that they want you to know Jesus well. 
When you have received Jesus today and are thanking 
him for coming to you, I hope that you will say a special 
prayer of thanks for your family and for all those who 
have helped you to know Jesus. Pray too for all of us 
here with you tonight. Ask Jesus to help us to live our 
communion with Jesus well. 
 


