
First Sunday of Advent 
These first two days of extreme heat this summer are a 
taste of what lies ahead for us. The hot wind from the 
north heightens our awareness that we need to be 
bushfire ready. We will be asked all throughout the 
summer if we have our bushfire plan ready. We hope 
and pray that we will not need to put our bushfire plan 
into action. But we always need to be awake and ready if 
a bushfire comes. 
 
On this first Sunday of Advent we called to be awake 
and ready for when Christ comes again at the end of time 
or when he comes to meet us at the moment of our death. 
For those who are awake and ready for the Lord to come, 
death can be a long-awaited joy. We spend our lives 
practicing how to meet the Lord.  
 
Our gospel would suggest that we learn how to meet the 
Lord by being attentive to whatever tasks he has given to 
us. In our gospel story the man going abroad leaves his 
servants in charge of everything he owned, each of them 
with his own task. The doorkeeper had to stay awake to 
open the door to him whenever he came back, even if he 
came back in the middle of the night. We practice being 
ready to meet the Lord by looking out for him in 
whatever way he may come to us. We learn how to 
recognise the Lord in the people who may come to us for 
help. We learn how to recognise the Lord in the people 

who love us and care for us. We learn how to welcome 
the Lord when we look for the reflections of his beauty 
and power in the things around us that he has made. We 
learn how to welcome the Lord even by knowing where 
not to look for him. 
 
Some would say that the hardest thing about preparing 
for our death is having to say goodbye to those we love. 
We learn how to say goodbye to those people and things 
we love by learning how to become less attached to the 
good things that God has given to us to use for a while. 
When we move into a smaller house or unit we have to 
give away many of the things that we thought were 
important for us. We come to understand that they are 
not so important. Moving to an aged care facility is 
something that very few people look forward to. Our loss 
of independence is something that most of us would feel 
deeply. Yet even that can be a help for us to understand 
how dependent we are upon the God who loves us and 
wants us to be with him forever.  
 
Today we are entering into the season of Advent. Advent 
is a time of waiting. We are waiting to celebrate the feast 
of Christmas, when we rejoice that Jesus came into our 
world as a helpless baby. We are waiting to welcome 
him again. But in these first few weeks of Advent we are 
thinking more about how Jesus will come again at the 



end of time to complete the work he began while he was 
here with us two thousand years ago. 
 
Most of us hope that we are going to be in a box seat in 
heaven to watch the second coming of the Lord from 
there. Being ready at the end of our earthly life for the 
Lord to come to welcome us into the joy of heaven is 
what we need be concerned about. Advent helps us to be 
ready. We listen to many beautiful readings from the 
Prophets during Advent to prepare our hearts for the 
Lord’s coming. Today we prayed with the Prophet 
Isaiah: “Oh that you would tear the heavens open and 
come down.” Isaiah helps us to reflect upon those things 
that prevent the Lord from coming to us. “We have all 
withered like leaves and our sins blew us away like the 
wind. No one invoked your name or roused himself to 
catch hold of you. For you hid your face from us and 
gave us up to the power of our sins.” But our reading 
today ends with a word of hope. “And yet, Lord, you are 
our Father; we are the clay, you the potter, we are all the 
work of your hand.” 
 
Our prayer today is that the Lord would continue to 
mould us and form us into the people who wait with 
joyful hope for the Lord to come. 
 


