
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The year 11 students at St. Francis de Sales have been 
asking many questions in their religious studies research 
project. Some of those questions have been directed to 
me either in person or through emails. Many of the 
questions have forced me think deeply about what I 
believe and how best to talk about that in a way that I 
hope relates to young people. It is often only when 
people ask us questions about what we believe and why 
we do believe those things that we take ownership of 
what we believe. 
 
Today it was the turn of Jesus to ask questions. He asks 
his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”  
In Matthew’s gospel Jesus already answers something of 
the question that he asks. He identifies himself with us 
when he calls himself “The Son of Man”. The people 
they named were all precursors of the Messiah. They 
were all people who would come before the long awaited 
one would come. Jesus then asks a much more personal 
question. “Who do you say I am?”  
 
Peter was graced by God to be able to say, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Peter was able to 
say that Jesus was the anointed one of God, the one sent 
by God to bring about his reign on earth. He believed 
that Jesus was Son of the living God. He believed that 
Jesus had a unique relationship with God, with the One 

Jesus called Abba. Only Peter put Christ and Son of God 
together. 
 
But Peter could only say that because God was at work 
in him. “It was not flesh and blood that revealed this to 
you, but my Father in heaven.” Peter did not say those 
things because he was wiser or less sinful than the other 
disciples. Those words to Peter are a timely reminder to 
us that what we are able to say and do as people of faith 
is pure gift from God. Anyone can learn about Jesus, but 
only those who have been given the gift of faith can 
believe in him. To believe in Jesus is to enter into a 
relationship of love with him. 
 
When God began to reveal to Peter Jesus identity, God 
began the work of founding the Church. The gift that the 
Church offers to the world is to be able to say to the 
world who Jesus is and with that to say who God is. If 
we believe that the church continues the work that Jesus 
does. If we believe that the church makes present Jesus 
in our world today; then surely who we are and what we 
do should be saying who Jesus is, and what God is like. 
 
It is quite significant that at this point Jesus uses Simon’s 
nickname Rocky to speak about him as the rock on 
which he will build his Church. Matthew is the only 
gospel writer who records all this, and it is here that 
Jesus first talks about his community of disciples as the 



church. That term “church” or Ekklesia in Greek was 
used in the Old Testament for the people of God 
assembled in response to God’s call. God was now 
calling a new people to gather in his name. Over these 
last six months when we have not been able to gather so 
easily to celebrate the Eucharist we have felt the pain of 
not being Church for one another. 
 
Peter is given two other roles. He is the holder of the 
keys of the kingdom and he is the one who binds and 
looses. Holding the keys is not so much that he is a gate 
keeper, but that he is given delegated authority in the 
household of God. We see an example of how this term 
is used when we look at the first reading for today. When 
Shebna is replaced by Eliakim as master of the kings 
palace, it is spoken of him, “I place the key of the house 
of David on his shoulder; should he open no one shall 
close, should he close no one shall open.” Peter’s 
authority is also made more specific by his role of 
binding and loosing. This is primarily to do with 
interpreting God’s law. Peter is being given the authority 
to do what Jesus did for the people of his time, to help 
people understand the mind of a loving God and to 
interpret what God wanted them to do in response to his 
love for them. Peter was given the authority to keep 
doing what Jesus was doing so beautifully in his sermon 
on the mount. 
 

Peter’s role was a unique role that is still being carried 
out in today’s church in a very special way by Pope 
Francis. If anyone in our Church today can speak to us in 
the name of Jesus, then surely Pope Francis does. Each 
week on the front page of the bulletin we are given a 
little taste of what he has said in the last week. But the 
role of leadership and service that Pope Francis lives is 
offered to us to help us to play our part in the church. We 
are all called to say who Jesus is.  
 
When I was answering the questions that the College 
students were asking me this week, I was aware that the 
way I answered them was as important as what I said. I 
was hoping that they would see something of who I was 
as a person of faith. Someone who could only say what I 
did because of my relationship with Jesus. 
 
We are all called to have that openness to God’s 
revelation that Peter demonstrated so clearly. When we 
have listened and learned the secret of who Jesus is, we 
become people of faith. We are then called to proclaim 
what we believe by what we do and who we are.  
 


