
Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Sunday OLOM) 

There was a Father and Daughter Breakfast at St. Francis 
de Sales College on Thursday morning. The guest 
speaker was a former Dux of the College who is now 
working at the Royal Adelaide Hospital. At the end of 
her talk Georgia went around the room asking many of 
the fathers and daughters to name one thing about each 
other for which they were thankful. There was a great 
variety in the things mentioned but she was able to name 
some of the common ground. It was quite touching. 
 
Today’s celebration of the Eucharist has quite a few 
things to pick up, but I too will try to name some of the 
common ground. Our gospel tells the story of Jesus 
healing a deaf man who had an impediment in his 
speech. Jesus takes him aside, puts his fingers into his 
ears and touches his tongue with spittle. He then prays 
that his ears be opened. And as he begins to hear, his 
tongue is loosened, and he can speak clearly, perhaps for 
the first time in his life. 
 
We cannot help noticing the link between hearing and 
speaking. It is a link that we take for granted most of the 
time. But when we start to think about it we remember 
how difficult it is for those who cannot hear well to 
converse with other people. We get into all sorts of 
difficulties when we cannot hear what people are asking 

us to do. We can easily make a fool of ourselves when 
we mishear what people are trying to say to us. 
 
But the link between hearing and speaking is very 
important for us if we are to be people of faith. Today 
we are joined by some young people who are beginning 
to prepare for their Confirmation and First Holy 
Communion. They will also be celebrating the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, the Sacrament of God’s 
healing forgiveness. Today they are remembering the 
beginning of their journey of faith. They are 
remembering the day when their parents brought them to 
the waters of Baptism. Getting ready for today’s ritual, 
the children have been listening to the story of what 
happened when they were baptized. Most of them were 
too small to say anything then, except for a little crying 
of protest when the water was poured over them. But 
today they will say something. They have heard enough 
about Jesus to say that they want to keep learning about 
him. They have learnt enough about praying to be able to 
make a promise that they will pray to Jesus every day. 
We will be asked to support them and their families by 
our prayer and example. 
 
The children who are remembering their own baptism 
will have the opportunity this morning to watch carefully 
the Baptism of Giona Ielasi. His parents Lynsey and 
Michael have brought their son to the waters of Baptism 



to be gifted with the very life of God. Giona will be 
anointed with the oil of Chrism as a sign of the choice 
that God has made for him. The children preparing for 
Confirmation can look forward to being anointed again 
with this oil as they are sealed with the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Giona is just taking the first step of becoming a 
member of God’s family. He will not be fully initiated 
into the Church until he receives Jesus in Holy 
Communion for the first time. We pray for him and his 
family in a special way today. 
 
Today is also being celebrated as Child Protection 
Sunday. This day is not just about keeping children safe. 
It is about reimagining how we can be a community of 
faith where children feel at home. It is about making 
children feel very welcome. It means that we find ways 
to listen to children and give them a voice. I think we 
can be very grateful for those who dedicate themselves 
to preparing and leading Children’s Liturgy of the Word. 
It is there that children can more easily have their ears 
opened to God’s Word and their tongues loosened to 
respond to that Word in prayer and song. 
 
We heard a little last week about the Plenary Council for 
the Australian Church. The Plenary Council is held in 
three stages; Preparation, celebration and 
implementation. Preparation is now until the first session 
of the Council. Celebration of the Council will be the 

two sessions being held in October 2020 in Adelaide, 
and in May 2021 in Sydney. Implementation is the 
ongoing life of the Church after the Plenary session. 
Preparation for the Plenary Council begins with open 
Listening and Dialogue. It is a time when we ask the 
Lord to open our ears to hear from one another what 
people are saying when we ask the question, “What do 
you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” 
It is a time when we ask the Lord to loosen our tongues 
so that we can speak of the hopes that we have for our 
Church. Next week we will be helped to make that 
possible. Take the time this week to have a look at the 
Plenary Council website. Just put Plenary Council into 
your search engine and it will take you there. 
 


