
31st. Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Have you ever heard a parent say to their children, “Do 
what I say, don’t do what I do.”? I suppose we have all 
said it in jest sometimes, but if we really meant what 
we said then we would be condemning ourselves as 
people who were not able to live up to the standards 
that we expect of others. I imagine parents and others in 
leadership positions have to say that in all honesty at 
times. 
 
Today we hear Jesus advising his disciples to listen to 
what the Jewish religious leaders were saying, but not 
to follow their example. It is a pretty clear criticism of 
the kind of leadership that the religious authorities were 
exercising. Jesus called them hypocrites not just 
because they were teaching one thing and doing 
something else, but because they were doing good 
things for the wrong reasons. 
 
What Jesus was warning his disciples about in their use 
of titles of honour was coloured by the conflict that was 
present in the time of the early Church. The 
Christian/Jewish Community for whom Matthew was 
writing found itself growing apart from the Jewish 
community that had not accepted Jesus. There was a lot 
of hostility between them that led to persecution of the 
Christians. At the same time as the Church was 
establishing itself, the Jewish community was learning 

to live without a temple and with new structures and 
authority. Things like wearing special insignia, 
claiming privileged positions and seeking public 
honour became more important after the destruction of 
Jerusalem and its temple. More and more teachers were 
called “Rabbi”. The common Semitic title for an elder 
was “Father” 
 
We hear Jesus saying today, “Do not allow yourselves 
to be called Rabbi, since you have only one Master, and 
you are all brothers and sisters.” He reminds us that 
God is our only true Father, and Christ is the one 
Teacher. In Matthew’s gospel the only person to call 
Jesus Rabbi is Judas Iscariot on the night that he 
betrays him. 
 
But whatever about the conflict that may have given 
these titles an added weight, at the heart of what Jesus 
was saying was that call to become like him in the way 
that we exercise leadership. He calls us to become 
servants as he was a servant to us all. “The greatest 
among you must be your servant.” Our role is to be 
humble enough to allow God to exult us. 
 
Learning how to be a servant leader is a lifelong work 
of love. Learning how to do good things for the right 
reasons is something that we never seem to fully 
master. We all like to be liked. We enjoy being told that 



we have done something well. While that can be good, 
we know that we lose our integrity if we only do things 
to please others. 
 
St. Paul had a remarkable ability to speak about what 
was in his heart. We hear him today speaking to the 
Thessalonian Church, “Like a mother feeding and 
looking after her own children, we felt so devoted and 
protective towards you, and had come to love you so 
much, that we were eager to hand over to you not only 
the Good News but our whole lives as well.” Paul could 
say those things not as an aloof teacher but as someone 
who lived the life of love that he was proclaiming. 
 
We all try to do that, but it is a struggle for us at times. 
We need to keep coming back to the one who 
empowers us to live like him. We need to keep asking 
the Lord to renew his love in us so that we can be 
servants as he is for us. 
 
I find myself needing to look to the inspiration that 
other holy people give to me. I do not have to look very 
far to see people within our parish who give a 
wonderful example of selfless service of others. This 
week we have celebrated All Saints Day and All Souls 
Day. The Saints and all those who may be still 
experiencing some form of purification of their love for 
God can all be an inspiration for us as we journey to 

meet them. During November we remember with love 
members of our own families who have gone before us. 
We honour them by recalling the love they shared with 
us and the way that they taught us how to love others. 
We know that they may not have been perfect. But 
even as we think of them they can teach how to look 
beyond the faults and weaknesses of others to see 
where God can be at work in the heart of every human 
person. 
 
This weekend we are celebrating the 150th anniversary 
of the Opening of St. James the Less Church at 
Macclesfield. As I was preparing for that celebration I 
was thinking of the thousands of people who have 
gathered in that church over its life time to listen to 
God’s Word and celebrate the Eucharist there. It has 
been a place where seven generations of people have 
come to express their faith and to meet the God they 
love. Among them would have been St. Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop and the many Sisters of St. Joseph 
who lived in Macclesfield for 130 of those years. To 
remember the faith of all the people who have graced 
that church is a great inspiration for me. Now I know it 
is our turn to live the life we share with Jesus as best 
we can. God lives in our hearts of each one of us to 
make us all his saints. 
 


