
Third Sunday of Lent 
How would we feel if someone came into this church 
and overturned the table on which the collection plates 
stand, and pulled the Southern Cross box off the wall 
and scattered the candles from in front of our statues? 
We would be very upset and probably call the police. 
Well, that is what Jesus seems to be doing in today’s 
gospel. 
 
The Jerusalem Temple that was rebuilt by Herod the 
Great was a truly remarkable building. A work force of 
10,000 was employed to construct it. The temple with its 
courtyard was about six times the size of the Adelaide 
oval. As many as one million people could gather there. 
At the centre was the Holy of Holies, but that was 
surrounded by areas that were used for prayer, study, 
sacrifices, money changing and purification rites. On one 
level the business that took place in the temple was quite 
legitimate. Those selling the cattle, sheep and pigeons 
for sacrifice were doing the worshippers a service. So 
that people could pay the temple tax with coins that had 
no pagan figures on them, the temple had its own 
currency. The money changes were kept very busy 
exchanging Roman coins for that currency. 
 
But on another level, this was organised religion that had 
forgotten its purpose. The rituals became more important 
than the people obliged to carry them out. When Jesus 

stormed into the area used by the money changers and 
animal sellers he demanded, “Take all this out of here 
and stop turning my Father’s house into a market.” 
 
There are two reactions to that. His disciples 
remembered the words of Scripture, “Zeal for your 
house will devour me.” They somehow could understand 
that this was the beginning of Jesus’ confrontation with 
those in authority, and that would eventually lead to his 
death and devour him. His disciples began to understand 
the claim that Jesus was making here about who he was. 
 
But the Jewish authorities were not open to that 
revelation. They demanded a sign to justify this very 
dramatic prophetic action. Jesus replies, “Destroy this 
sanctuary and in three days I will raise it up. This 
sanctuary will be destroyed but Jesus’ resurrection after 
three days will make it clear that he truly is the place 
where God dwells. 
 
But again, the authorities are not open to the life-giving 
word that he was offering to them. They could only think 
in terms of a sanctuary made of stone. The narrator of 
the gospel tells us that Jesus was speaking of the 
sanctuary that was his body and then adds that after his 
resurrection his disciples remembered that he had said 
this, and they believed the scripture and the words he 
had said. This is quite critical. It helps us to understand 



that this whole story is not so much about Jesus making 
a mess in the temple but about coming to faith in Jesus 
or rejecting him. 
 
It is important also to remember that this story follows 
immediately after the wedding feast at Cana. It is there 
that we have the most perfect example of someone who 
accepted the word of Jesus without any questions or 
conditions. And the one who showed us that example 
was Mary, the mother of Jesus. She tells the servants to 
do whatever Jesus tells them. She is that woman of faith 
par excellence who puts her trust completely in the word 
that Jesus speaks.  
 
This gospel challenges each of us to look at the kind of 
faith that we have. Are we always looking for signs to 
confirm what we think Jesus may be saying to us? Or do 
accept that living by faith is very often walking in the 
dark? Are we ready to keep doing the good things that 
we believe the Lord has taught us even when we cannot 
see any fruit from those good works? Are we willing to 
keep loving when we feel that our love is all one sided? 
Do we see forgiving those who have hurt us as putting 
our faith in God? 
 
St. Paul talks about putting our faith in a Crucified 
Christ: something that the Jews cannot get over and the 
pagans think madness. But those of us who have been 

called to follow Jesus put our faith in a Christ who is the 
power and the wisdom of God. “For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom and God’s weakness is 
stronger than human strength. Perhaps today we might 
want to think about some of the people of faith who have 
helped us to believe in this crucified Christ. We might 
think of the members of our families who have allowed 
us to catch the faith that they lived. We might want to 
thank God for those people who have revealed 
something of the mystery of God’s wisdom to us. 
 
Today’s gospel can also help us to remember again 
where God dwells in our world today. Jesus spoke about 
himself as the temple of God. Our union with Jesus 
allows us to understand that every one of us is a temple 
of God. God chooses to dwell within each of us. This 
demands great respect for one another. There are times 
when most of us find it hard to believe that. We can 
become so overburdened by our weakness and our 
sinfulness that we cannot see how God could choose to 
make his home within us. But in some mysterious way 
God can only see the best in us. And even if we only 
make a little bit of room for him, he feels at home. Lent 
is a time when we can ask Jesus to help us to make more 
room for him. It can be a time when we ask him to clean 
out the temple of our hearts. It is a time to throw out 
anything that gets in the way of our loving Jesus. Then 
we will be even more perfectly the temple of God. 


