
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
The many grape vines that are grown throughout the 
Adelaide Hills attract our attention at this time of the 
year with their beautiful Autumn colours. The leaves 
look their best as they are preparing to die and fall to the 
ground. It will not be long before the secateurs are out, 
and the vines will be pruned. The people of Israel grew 
up with grape vines all around them. They were familiar 
with vines and branches. They had watched or 
participated in pruning the vines. 
 
When Jesus uses the image of the vine and the branches 
to talk about our relationship with him and his Father, he 
was using an image that had already been associated 
with the people of Israel. It was used in both a positive 
and negative way to describe the relationship that God 
had with the people of Israel. Sometimes we hear the 
people of Israel described as the choice vine of God. At 
other times we hear God lament that this vine that he 
loved so much did not respond to his love and produced 
only sour grapes. 
 
Jesus says, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinedresser.” He then talks about the relationship that is 
described by that image. Ten times Jesus uses the Greek 
word “menein”, which is best translated as “abide”. But 
abide is an old word that we seldom use now. In our 
translation we find a variety of words to describe a 

relationship that is enduring, permanent and reciprocal. 
Abide in me as I abide in you, becomes “Make your 
home in me, as I make mine in you.” Jesus reminds us 
that unless we make our home in Jesus then we are like 
the branch of the vine that is cut off from the vine. We 
wither and die. We cannot produce fruit. 
 
But it is not only dead branches that feel the secateurs. 
Healthy branches also need to be pruned. Those of us 
who have tried to do some pruning know that pruning is 
a tricky business. What do we cut off and what do we 
leave to make sure that the new growth will produce the 
best fruit? The pruning that Jesus talks about for us his 
disciples is done by an expert. It is done by God the 
vinedresser. “Every branch that does bear fruit he prunes 
to make it bear even more. And you are pruned already 
by means of the word that I have spoken to you.”  
 
Those first disciples of Jesus were pruned well by the 
word that they heard Jesus speak to them. But the 
pruning goes on for you and me. Each time we hear 
God’s word proclaimed, it is likely that we will hear 
something that trims us down to size. We are reminded 
of what is important and central for our lives so that we 
can throw away the things that so easily distract us. God 
also uses the people around us who love us to remind us 
of what is important and to help us to see what needs to 
be discarded and thrown away. 



 
Today we are reminded that the relationship of love that 
Jesus has with us is central to our lives. Nothing is as 
important as that. “Whoever remains in me, with me in 
them, bears fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you can 
do nothing.” How often do we try to act alone without 
being in communion with the God who longs to live in 
us and work through us? I know for myself that unless I 
share with God what I think is a good idea, then it is not 
such a good idea. Sometimes we are like those branches 
that have been thrown away.  
 
When we are in communion with Jesus then our 
fruitfulness is beyond our imagining. God does things 
through us that will continue to surprise us. We begin to 
understand that the prayers we pray are not changing 
God’s mind about the things that we want, but that they 
are helping us to be more and more in tune with the 
things that God wants for us and those we love. I think 
that is what Jesus means when he says, “If you remain in 
me and my words remain in you, you may ask what you 
will, and you shall get it.” 
 
Being in communion with Jesus means that we are in 
communion with all whose hearts are open to him. Each 
branch is connected to the other branches in and through 
the vine. We notice in that first reading today that Saul 
got off to a bad start when he came to Jerusalem. “He 

tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him: 
they could not believe he was really a disciple.” It wasn’t 
until Barnabas took charge of him and introduced him 
around and told the story of how he had come to faith in 
Jesus that Saul had the freedom to preach in the name of 
Jesus. It was only then that he knew that he was part of 
the vine. But once Saul got started there was no stopping 
Paul. 
 
Our communion with Jesus empowers us to reach out to 
others, no matter how far away they may seem to be. We 
have been very conscious of the people of India who are 
suffering so badly from the Corona virus. It was good to 
see that the Australian government was sending much 
needed medical aid to them. Through our prayers and 
through our aid we can show that we are connected with 
these people. As St John reminded us, “Our love is not to 
be just words or mere talk, but something real and active. 
Only then can we be certain that we are children of the 
truth.” 
 


