
All Saints 
Many of the stories that we have read and enjoyed have 
been stories about people who have faced the forces of 
evil and have won through in the end. As children we 
have enjoyed the exploits of the superheroes of the 
comic books that we have now seen as animated films. 
We have watched Harry Potter grow up facing all kinds 
of evil plots against him and somehow overcoming 
them. We have been caught up in the Lord of the Rings 
hoping that our little hero and the good that he 
symbolised would prevail. 
 
Today we celebrate the fact that good does prevail and 
that those who live their lives choosing to do good will 
be rewarded. Today we honour those we call saints 
because they have let God live in them and share his 
love for others through them. Our gospel is so familiar to 
us that we can easily overlook how radical it is. Jesus 
teaches us how to live if we are to be his disciples. But 
for what Jesus says to make sense to us, we have to first 
understand the kind of God that Jesus reveals. We need 
to learn that the God that Jesus makes known to us is a 
God in whom we can trust completely. This God is a 
faithful God who lovingly cares for us and our world. 
How Jesus calls us to act towards one another is the way 
that God acts towards us. 
 

The Beatitudes describe the ways that people act when 
they have discovered who God is for them. Such people 
are congratulated and described as blessed by God. 
These are the people who have realised how dependant 
they are upon the God who is faithful to them so that 
they can be faithful in their turn to those whom they 
love. 
 
But there is a tension in what is being said here. The 
reality that is being described as a source of blessing is 
not the reality that is being seen or experienced. We 
make ourselves very vulnerable and can experience 
much suffering in our poverty and our gentleness and 
our commitment to justice. We can be ridiculed in our 
efforts to be peacemakers or to be single-minded in our 
dedication to God’s will for us. Our present reality can 
be very uncomfortable, and yet we are called blessed by 
God. The beatitudes tell us that we shall be comforted, 
and we shall be satisfied, and we shall have mercy 
shown to us, and we shall see God. As people of faith 
and hope we know that God will be there for us to 
comfort us and fill us and show us mercy and reveal his 
face to us. But we cannot see that now, we can only 
believe it. It is our faith in God that allows us to believe 
how blessed we are. 
 
We read this gospel on the feast of all saints because we 
are celebrating the lives of people who put their trust in 



God and lived for others in the way that Jesus describes 
in the beatitudes. What they could only hope for while 
they were alive, they now experience. The reward that 
Jesus promised at the end of the Beatitudes is now theirs 
forever. 
 
St. John speaks very beautifully about our present reality 
and our future glory. But he affirms that what we will 
become in the future is firmly based upon who we are 
now. “My dear people, we are already the children of 
God, but what we are to be in the future has not yet been 
revealed. All we know is that when it is revealed we 
shall be like God because we shall see God as God really 
is.” 
 
Our reading from the book of the Apocalypse gives us a 
glimpse of what heaven could be like. When you look at 
what is described, there is one thing that we can be sure 
of. We will never be lonely in heaven. It is a description 
of people in relationship with each other and with God. 
 
This is only to be expected when we start to think about 
how people become saints. Nobody becomes a saint on 
their own. Nobody becomes a saint by thinking about 
themselves. Nobody becomes a saint by just thinking 
holy thoughts. The saints that we have come to know 
and love have been people who lived out their 
relationship with God in the service of others. Think of 

people like Mary McKillop, or Therese of Liseaux, or 
Mother Theresa of Calcutta, or Pope John Paul. They 
were all people who lived their lives generously for 
others.  
 
Think of the people whom we have known that we 
remember with great love and affection. Why do we 
remember them so well? Why do we hold them up as 
models for us? Surely it is because of how they related to 
us and to others. We hold them up as heroes because of 
the love they shared with us and others. Think of the 
people whom we know now that we call saints. They 
may not be particularly holy, but they are people who 
think beyond themselves and let God do whatever God 
needs to do through them. 
 
We hold these people up as models because we want to 
be like them. We keep trusting that despite our 
weaknesses God has chosen us to be instruments of his 
love We keep trusting that God has chosen us also to be 
with him forever in heaven. For now, God chooses us to 
make his love present in our world for the sake of others. 
We become holy by letting God into our lives until God 
is at home there and we are at home with God.  
 
 


