
The Ascension 
Whenever we travel, we have to be ready for a few 
changes. My trip to Cambodia and Vietnam introduced 
me to a diet with which I was not familiar. I had to learn 
the art of crossing the road with confidence when 
motorcycles and cars didn’t seem to obey red lights at 
pedestrian crossings. And then there was the hot and 
humid weather with the occasional dramatic storms that I 
experienced. I found the change from shorts and tee 
shirts back to jumpers and coats for winter here, a 
difficult one to make 
 
Our readings today describe changes that were much 
more important than the changes that I had to get used 
to. Our readings describe the major changes that were 
faced by the first disciples of Jesus. The one that they 
had come to know and love was leaving them. Luke’s 
gospel today follows on from what happened when the 
two disciples to whom Jesus had appeared on the road to 
Emmaus come back to Jerusalem to join the others and 
tell their story. As they were telling their story Jesus 
comes and joins them again. Luke takes a lot of trouble 
to make clear that Jesus is different now. It is the risen 
Lord who appears to them. Jesus is no longer confined to 
a physical body limited by space and time. 
 
But his disciples need to know that this Risen Lord is 
with them now in fulfilment of the word that the 

prophets and Jesus himself had spoken. “You see how it 
is written that the Christ would suffer, and on the third 
day rise from the dead.” But then he goes on to predict 
the way in which the work that he had begun would 
continue in the world. “And that, in his name, repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all the 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to 
this.” The second volume of what Luke has written tells 
the story of how all this would be fulfilled. During the 
Easter season we have been reading much of the Acts of 
the Apostles. The first nine chapters speak of how the 
Church was established in Jerusalem. The rest of the 
book tells the story of how the Church proclaimed the 
Good News of Jesus to the ends of the earth. But even as 
Paul and the other apostles go out, they keep circling 
back to where the story began. 
 
But none of that could happen without Jesus being with 
them in a new way. “And now I am sending down to you 
what the Father has promised. Stay in the city then, until 
you are clothed with the power from on high.” Jesus was 
preparing his disciples for Pentecost, when the Spirit 
would come to empower them with all they needed to 
continue the presence of Jesus in the world through his 
Church. 
 
We need to hear Jesus speaking those words to us. He 
promises to cloth us with the power from on high. He 



promises to continue to live in the world of today 
through us the Church. We can imagine ourselves as 
being with the disciples that Jesus took to the outskirts of 
Bethany. We can hear with them the word of blessing 
that he spoke as he withdrew from them and was carried 
up to heaven. We too worship the Lord who has 
commissioned us to act in his name. We are filled with 
the joy that comes from knowing that he has not really 
left us at all, but remains with us through his Spirit. 
 
Luke tells the story of the Ascension of the Lord in more 
detail in his second book, the Acts of the Apostles. 
Again, we can imagine ourselves there when Jesus 
promises the Holy Spirit. “But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my 
witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judea 
and Samaria and indeed to the ends of the earth.” 
 
When we witness something, especially something 
dramatic and unusual, we can’t help but tell others what 
we have seen and heard. I’ve brought back a lot of 
photos to help me to tell the story of what I have seen 
and heard in Cambodia and Vietnam. But to be a witness 
for Jesus is something much more than that isn’t it. To 
be a witness for Jesus we need allow Jesus to get inside 
us and speak and act through us. Witnessing for Jesus is 
to tell the story of who Jesus is without saying much at 
all. If we use words, it is our words of thoughtfulness 

and consideration and forgiveness that tell the story of 
Jesus. It is what we do in love that tells the story of Jesus 
best. Pope Francis reminds us that we cannot be 
witnesses for Jesus with our own power but only through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
On Wednesday last Pope Francis begun a series on talks 
on the Acts of the Apostles. He explained how this book 
speaks about the spread of the Good News and shows us 
the wonderful bond between the proclamation of the 
Gospel and the Holy Spirit who gives power to this 
witness of faith. He added that, “the protagonists of the 
Acts are a lively and effective "couple": The Word and 
the Spirit.” The Word of God, said Pope Francis, “is 
dynamic, it irrigates every ground on which it falls.” He 
also pointed out that its strength, according to St Luke is 
not its rhetoric but the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The gift of the Spirit, noted the Pope, is freely given; it 
cannot be merited or earned. Pope Francis emphasized 
how the Risen Jesus invites us to faithfully await the 
fulfilment of the Father’s promise which is, “You will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit” As they awaited this gift, 
said the Pope, the Apostles, together with Mary, did so 
as members of the Lord’s family in the upper room.  
 
This is what we do in a very special way this week as we 
prepare to celebrate Pentecost. We do this in union with 



those families whose children will celebrate the 
Sacrament of Confirmation next Saturday morning and 
then on Saturday evening or Sunday morning will 
complete their initiation into the Church by receiving 
Jesus in the Eucharist for the first time at our Pentecost 
Masses. Let’s pray for those children and their families 
today. 
 


