
The Assumption of Mary 
Last weekend we celebrated the Feast of St. Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop. On retreat at Sevenhill, we celebrated 
her feast twice, both on Saturday and Sunday evening. 
As I was preparing for today’s feast of the Assumption, I 
couldn’t help but think that there was so much in 
common between the two Mary’s who intercede on our 
behalf. We look to both of them as humble women who 
model so beautifully the life of faith that we are called to 
live. 
 
To look upon Mary MacKillop as a saint and to honour 
Mary the mother of Jesus as someone who was assumed 
body and soul into heaven, is to look only at the end of 
their journeys of faith. It a bit like hearing the final score 
of a football match without watching the game. How the 
game was played determines the final score. How the 
two Marys lived their lives is the reason why we honour 
them as saints. 
 
Today’s gospel takes us to that wonderful moment when 
Mary and Elizabeth meet. Both women are pregnant. But 
in that meeting what is hidden within them is made clear. 
John the Baptist begins to exercise his role as God’s 
prophet and announces to his mother Elizabeth that the 
long awaited saviour has come. He jumps for joy and 
Elizabeth proclaims “Why should I be honoured with a 
visit from the mother of my Lord?” Elizabeth speaks as a 

person of faith who can interpret what is happening 
within her as a message from God. Then she speaks of 
Mary, and why Mary is so blessed. “Yes, blessed is she 
who believed that that the promise made her by the Lord 
would be fulfilled.”  The Angel Gabriel had told Mary 
that she would bear a son, “He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High.” Mary didn’t know 
how it could happen, but she believed that it would 
happen. She believed what had been promised her. She 
had been told also that her elderly cousin Elizabeth was 
with child. She believed that too and immediately acted 
upon that belief. When she met Elizabeth then she knew 
that God was faithful to his promises. 
 
What follows in the gospel is her great hymn of praise 
that we call the Magnificat. It is the prayer of a woman 
who sees with the eyes of faith. It is the prayer of a 
woman who is able to recognise the hand of God at work 
in her life, raising up the lowly, turning things upside 
down to break through into our darkened world. 
 
Mary is the model for us as we try to live as people of 
faith. When I arrived at Sevenhill before I began my 
retreat I walked down to the grotto of Our Lady and 
asked her to help me to make a good retreat. Mary helps 
us to ponder what is happening in our lives and to see the 
hand of God at work in all the good that is happening 
there. She helps us to wait patiently for hidden things to 



be revealed. Mary helps us to trust that what God has 
promised to us will be fulfilled. She helps us to believe 
that God has chosen each one of us to be instruments of 
his saving will, no matter how powerless we may seem 
to be. Mary helps us to understand that God uses us to 
bring about what he wants to do in our world. When we 
are open to God’s love for us then there is nothing that 
God cannot do in and through us.  
 
Today we honour Mary as one who shares Christ’s 
victory over death in a dramatic and powerful way. Her 
Assumption into heaven is the ultimate fulfilment of 
God’s promises to her.  
 
And so it will be for us when we reach the end of our life 
on earth. Those, who like Mary, allow God to work in 
and through them, will be caught up in a union with God 
that will have no end. Jesus has promised us that we will 
be rewarded for the good things that we have done in our 
lives.  
 
St. Paul speaks about today in his letter to the 
Corinthians. “Christ has been raised from the dead the 
first fruits of all who have fallen asleep. Just as all died 
in Adam, all will be brought to life in Christ.” Today we 
are celebrating that Mary shares in the fruit of Christ’s 
love for humankind. Christ’s love for us could not be 
overcome by the forces of evil and death. Mary shares in 

her son’s victory over sin and death. Mary shares in the 
victory that awaits each one of us. 
 


