
Easter Sunday 
One year ago, I celebrated the Easter Vigil with only a 
handful of people in this church without music or an 
Easter Fire. On Easter Sunday morning, like so many of 
you I watched Mass on television and tried to pray along 
with it. In such uncertain times it was hard to experience 
the joy of the Risen Lord. But this morning, we look 
back over these twelve months with a deep sense of 
gratefulness. We know that Jesus has been very close to 
us during the testing time of the Pandemic. This year 
people have gathered in great numbers to celebrate The 
Mass of the last Supper on Thursday night. Our churches 
have been full again as we commemorated the Passion of 
the Lord on Good Friday. And last night we gathered to 
celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord by keeping vigil 
together. Covid was still affecting how we are able to do 
some things. This year we lit the Easter Fire at the edge 
of the sanctuary. We lit the Easter candle from that fire 
and then we lit our candles from its flame. We sang our 
great him of praise to the one who gives us light. We 
then listened to the way that God has revealed himself to 
us.  
 
This morning we have listened again to God’s Word to 
us. St. Peter reminded us that we are witnesses to the 
Resurrection. St Paul called us to get rid of the old yeast 
of evil and wickedness, and have only the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth. 

 
The women of our gospel were looking forward to the 
first light of Sunday morning. Jesus had been quickly 
buried in a borrowed tomb just before sunset on Good 
Friday afternoon. There was no time before the Sabbath 
began to prepare Jesus body for burial in the customary 
way. But as soon as the shops opened again on Saturday 
evening Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of James 
and Salome bought spices with which to go and anoint 
the body of Jesus. I’m sure that they hardly sleep at all 
that night and as soon as there was light enough to see, 
they made their way to the tomb. Along the way they 
remembered that the stone that closed the tomb was very 
heavy and they wondered who might help them roll it 
away. 
 
But for all their preparations, they were not ready for 
what they experienced. They saw that the stone had 
already been rolled away. When they entered the tomb it 
was not the body of Jesus that they saw, but someone 
that Mark describes as a young man in a white robe. We 
can understand their amazement. He tells them that the 
one they are looking for, the one who had been crucified, 
is not there. He has been raised. The slab on which his 
dead body had been placed was empty. 
 
These women were then told to announce this 
unbelievable news to Peter and the other disciples and to 



tell them that they would see Jesus in Galilee. That is as 
much as we heard tonight, but the next verse of the 
gospel, which makes the original ending of Mark’s 
Gospel tells us, “They went out and fled from the tomb, 
for trembling and bewilderment took hold of them. And 
they said nothing to anyone. For they were afraid.” 
 
What an extraordinary way to finish the gospel! We are 
left hanging there, wondering what was going to happen 
next. We are left hanging, wondering if the great news of 
Jesus’ resurrection was ever going to be told. Fr. 
Michael Trainor helped us to understand that the end of 
the gospel is really only its beginning. Those women 
somehow must have overcame their fear and they did tell 
others that Jesus had risen. We would not be here this 
morning if they had not told their story. 
 
And we are here this morning to experience again the joy 
of the Risen Lord. We are here to be charged again with 
the responsibility of sharing that good news with others. 
We have tried to be ready for this day. We have spent 
forty days preparing ourselves for this Easter. We have 
been looking at those areas in our lives where we can 
serve the Lord and one another better. We have tried to 
notice those things about us that need changing and we 
have asked the Lord to work with us as we make those 
changes. We have asked the Lord to help us switch off 
some of the things that distract us from Him. 

 
But for all our preparations for Easter our gospel 
suggests that we will never be ready for what Jesus has 
prepared for us. Jesus always wants to surprise us.  
 
On this Easter Day, Jesus wants to reveal again what his 
resurrection means for you and for me. Jesus wants us to 
understand at least a little of the depth of his love for us. 
It was for love of us that he accepted his suffering. It was 
for love of us that he gave up his spirit. And it is this 
Spirit of love that he breathed out on the cross that he 
wants to breath into us again today. He wants us to be 
the good news of his resurrection. He wants us to 
proclaim to the world that his love has overcome evil 
and hatred and violence. We proclaim the news of his 
resurrection by the way that we live our lives for others. 
In even the smallest thing that we do for others we make 
the Risen Lord present. 
 
This morning, we do not run from the tomb in fear as 
those women did. We go out from here renewed in 
God’s love for us. We go out ready to proclaim that 
Jesus is risen. 
 


