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Second Sunday of Lent 2019 (given by Fr Ian Wilson) 

In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Psalm tells us not to fear, for God is our light, and our stronghold. 

We remember we are promised by Jesus that the gates of hell will not 

prevail against the Church.1 This means we can trust in what is 

unshakable and secure in our Faith. 

The covenant with Abraham, and the first animal sacrifice, was a 

solemn promise of God to make a nation for Himself. Likewise Jesus on 

his Cross made us his nation, His people. 

Like the deliverance from Ur, and the fleeing to safety across the Red 

Sea to Sinai, we will be delivered from our most dreadful problems. We 

need to keep the Faith, pray to God, and offer Masses and our prayers 

with humility and reverence. From this, we are strengthened to be 

Christ in this world. 

The focus of our lives is heavenward, not to this earthly life alone. This 

puts us in a very different mind than those who reject our Faith, or do 

not believe either from indifference, or blind hatred. 

At present we face the turmoil and enmity imposed from the world. 

The world is in fact in deep crisis, and we are their momentary 

diversion. Yes great evils have happened among our own Church, but 

these were mostly many years ago, and we now have an advanced 

system and new awareness of the dangers.  

The crisis in the secular society is deepening as the fruits of liberal 

hedonism bite deep. Their tree indeed is producing rotten fruit and 

needs trimming, but they seem to be kept blind to this. As I tirelessly 

will continue to point out, we hear about this in the nightly news, or on 

our iPhones if we are younger. 

                                                           
1 Matthew 16:17-19. 



2 
 

The world out there, so deeply needs our stability, our Faith, our sense 

of true love based on God’s love, exampled in Christ, our focus on the 

sacredness of human beings, from conception to natural death and 

beyond into infinity. There is also so much more than this, that we 

Catholics can offer humanity. 

So our task for the moment, is to hold fast to our Faith, our Tradition, 

and deepen our practice and awareness of all this. We are then 

prepared when the world cries out for help when all seems lost. We 

have brought societies back from the abyss before and can do it again. 

Meanwhile, we pray alone, and with others, we attend Mass, we visit 

the Blessed Sacrament reserved in the tabernacle, or at times exposed 

on the altar, we study our Faith from good sources. Above all, we 

remain faithful. As we are the Redeemer’s people who hold his light 

and hope for humanity. 

May the cloud of witnesses in heaven, including Our Lady and al the 

Holy Angels and all the Saints pray for us, and assist us in this great and 

wonderful task. 

In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


